
29 

Proclamations Proc. 7775 

While the Congress considers this amendment, my Administration con-
tinues to support important resources for victims and public safety. We 
have directed funding to improve the use of DNA technology to solve crime 
and identify missing persons; we are employing multiple agency resources 
to aid victims of trafficking who are forced into slavery and prostitution; 
and we are encouraging faith-based organizations to provide spiritual and 
material sustenance to those who have suffered and lost. 

This month, I was pleased to sign into law the Unborn Victims of Violence 
Act of 2004, which creates a separate offense under Federal law for death 
or injury to an unborn child, in addition to any charges relating to the 
mother. Across our country, victims are being better served and better pro-
tected, but more can be done. I encourage every community to show com-
passion to victims and their families by providing them with the support 
they need. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 18 through April 24, 
2004, as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I encourage all Americans 
to embrace the cause of victims’ rights and help to advance it throughout 
our society. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7775 of April 23, 2004 

Jewish Heritage Week, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Jewish Heritage Week commemorates the rich history of the Jewish people 
and the many contributions Jewish Americans have made to our Nation. 
This year marks the 350th anniversary of the first permanent Jewish settle-
ment in North America, in what is known today as New York. We honor 
the courage and perseverance of these Jewish immigrants and their de-
scendants, and we celebrate their steadfast dedication to the ideals that 
make America strong. 

Through their stories of tragedy and survival, the Jewish people dem-
onstrate their unyielding faith and share with us the important truth that 
even in the face of terrible tragedy, hope endures. Many Jews came to 
America in search of a land of freedom and opportunity, and we must work 
to preserve their stories for future generations. The lessons of these stories 
are timeless and help guide us through the challenges ahead. 

Over the past three and a half centuries, Jewish Americans have helped 
shape the history and culture of our Nation. As scientists, physicians, so-
cial workers, educators, artists, businessmen, and in many other profes-
sions, Jewish citizens have contributed to the strength of our country. Their 
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commitment to religious freedom, respect for diversity, and belief in de-
mocracy have enriched our society and helped make America a better place 
for all. During this historic time, we are particularly grateful for the many 
Jewish Americans who serve in our military. Their efforts help advance the 
cause of freedom and provide hope for people around the world. 

As we observe Jewish Heritage Week, we remember the proud legacy and 
determination of the Jewish people and their strong dedication to faith, 
family, and service. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 25 through May 2, 
2004, as Jewish Heritage Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this 
week with appropriate programs and activities that highlight and honor the 
contributions Jewish Americans have made to our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third 
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty- 
eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7776 of April 30, 2004 

Older Americans Month, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

More than 47 million Americans are 60 years old or older. During Older 
Americans Month, we honor our senior citizens for enriching and strength-
ening our Nation, and we pledge to continue working to enhance their 
quality of life. 

This year’s theme, ‘‘Aging Well, Living Well,’’ reflects the many ways that 
older Americans contribute to our national character. Many are working be-
yond traditional retirement age, while others volunteer their time serving 
worthy causes. Through the Senior Corps program of the USA Freedom 
Corps, more than half a million older Americans donated time to their 
communities last year, and many others are volunteering through the Peace 
Corps and other programs. 

My Administration is committed to helping our senior citizens lead better, 
healthier, and longer lives. Late last year, I was proud to sign into law the 
Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003. 
This historic legislation represents the greatest improvement in senior 
health care since President Lyndon Johnson signed the Social Security Act 
Amendments that created Medicare in 1965. It gives seniors access to af-
fordable prescription drug coverage, provides for preventive screenings to 
diagnose and treat health conditions early, and updates the Medicare sys-
tem to let seniors choose coverage that best meets their needs. These 
changes are vital to ensuring that seniors can obtain the health care and 
prescription drugs they deserve. 
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